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IHOMAS A. EDISON was an active AIEE member 

from the time of the founding of the Institute to 
his death in 1931. He signed the circular which was 
issued in April 1884, soliciting support for the proposed 
organization of “The American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers.” At the second meeting of the organization 
held May 13, 1884, election of officers was held. Edison, 
shown here as of that time, 
was one of the six vice- 
presidents elected at this 
meeting. He held office for 
two years, but because of 
dearth of Institute news 
printed in the early Trans- 
actions very little is recorded 
about his activities during 
this time. 

Though Edison himself 
had no technical papers 
published in the AIEE 
Transactions, many of his as- 
sistants published papers on 
their work with Edison. 
The first technical paper was 
read before the AIEE at 
Philadelphia in October 
1884 by Professor Edwin J. 
Houston and dealt with the 
then newly discovered 
“Edison effect.” This paper 
is reproduced in this issue. 

From time to time Edison 
was consulted about Insti- 
tute activities. Many times 
he contributed his advice 
or congratulations. 

Throughout the later years of Edison’s life the AIEE 
paid its respects to his achievement on several suitable 
occasions. In June 1928, he was made Honorary 
Member of the Institute. He was one of the first five 
Americans to be elected Honorary Member, though 
there were a few foreign Honorary Members. 

Another example of tribute paid by the Institute is 
the annual dinner of the AIEE in 1904 which was given 
in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the development 
and successful introduction of the incandescent lamp. 
The Bulletin of the New York Edison Company, March 
1904, describes the event in part as follows: 


“That the Edison dinner would be a success was a foregone con- 
clusion—yet the American Institute of Electrical Engineers is 
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to be congratulated. The success went far beyond anyone’s 
expectation. . . . Mr. Edison receiving the enthusiastic greeting 
in his customary air of simplicity, shook his head and smiled with 
the expression ‘I can’t understand what all this is for.’ ” 


Upon the death of Edison the Institute received 
messages from the entire world expressing its esteem 
of the great inventor. 


These messages were forwarded 
to Mrs. Edison. Some were: 


“In the name of the Barcelona 
Branch of the Asociacion Elec- 
trotecnica Iberica (Spain), and 
by express wish of the Committee 
of the same, I (the assistant 
national secretary) have the 
honor of conveying to your In- 
stitution the expression of their 
deep sympathy with you in the 
decease of the distinguished 
inventor, Thomas A. Edison, by 
whose death the world suffers an 
irreparable loss.” 

“Regret passing of your illustrious 
member and brilliant inventor, 
Edison.” (The South African 
Institute of Electrical Engineers.) 


‘t Academic Council faculty mem- 
bers, Harbin Polytechnic Insti- 
tute, Harbin, China, deeply re- 
gret decease great inventor, 
Edison. Express condolence.” 


“We express to you our heart- 
felt sympathy for loss of Edison. 
President, Institute Electrical 
Engineers, Japan.” 


“Elektrotechnicky Svaz Cesko- 
slovensky in Prague expresses 
their heartiest sympathy upon 
the loss of Edison, the greatest 
inventor of the world.” 


“Association Polish Electricians expresses to American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers profound and hearty compassion by 
reason of death of Thomas Edison, great man of science.” 


“The news of the disappearance of Edison though not unexpected 
has been heard with deep sorrow by the whole civilized world and 
particularly by all technicians who may better evaluate the 
enormous amount of genial work done by the great inventor, the 
great difficultics he has so often overcome, his organizing talent, 
his deep practical sense, the immense fecundity of his mind which 
have lead him to the solution of problems which were judged 
insoluble and which have rendered so rightly popular his name.” 
(Associazione Elettrotecnica Italiana.) 


The AIEE board of directors passed a resolution at 
their regular meeting held at Kansas City, Mo., Octo- 
ber 23, 1931, in memoriam of Edison. 
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